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Children at Home 


2. Africa Bound 
By Polly Lou 


OWARD the end of two weeks sail- 

ing, much at ten knots an hour, 
the captain said, “We should be near- 
ing land tomorrow. You will smell it 
before you see it.” 

This made the children quite curious, 
so next morning they were up bright 
and early, “smelling the air!” They 
were seeing sea gulls now and they 
knew they really were nearing the 
shore. And before very long, they did 
begin to smell the land smell. It was 
just different from the clear, clean air 
on mid-ocean. Soon a low-lying bank 
appeared, and as they watched it be- 
came green. As the ship sailed on, the 
palm trees could be seen and soon the 
ship had entered the harbor. The ring- 
ing of bells, shouting of orders, and 
the grinding of the anchor chain told 
the children they had arrived in Africa. 

A launch came alongside to take the 
family to the shore. Meantime, the 
children watched the canoes as they 
came alongside to sell fruit and curios. 
There was one canoe with a boy in it, 
but nothing to sell. One of the pas- 
sengers threw some money into the 
water, and the lad dived into the har- 
bor, and when he came up he had the 
coin safely between his teeth. 

Baskets were carried between the 
deck and the canoes by rope, and ba- 
nanas, oranges, and pineapples were 
bought and sold in this way. 

Finally, Dad called, “Come Ted and 
Sue, time to go ashore.” The family 
walked down the rope and board lad- 
derlike steps that had been let down 
the side of the ship and stepped across 
to the launch. It looked frightening 
to Sue, but many hands were there 
to help any passengers not too sure- 
footed on such a stairway. And then, 
the launch steamed away to the shore. 
Again the children stepped across the 
water, but this time to solid wooden 
steps that led up to the wharf. 

“‘T’ve never seen so many colors at 
one time before,” said Mother, as she 
looked out at the sea of people in the 
open market place near the wharf. 
Everyone seemed dressed in lovely 
colors and bright head ties, and every- 
one seemed in a good humor. 

Sue cried with delight as she watched 
the crowds as they walked to the mis- 
sion house just a block from the wharf. 
A boy walked along with a whole 
crateful of live chickens carried on 
his head. Market women passed with 
their calabashes stacked on their heads 
filled with fruit and vegetables. Even 
the trays of dishes were carried in this 
way, and Sue was so afraid they would 
let them fall and break them. “That 
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is the first thing I’m going to learn to 


do,” declared Ted. “That is the best 
way to carry things I have ever seen.” 

The family received a warm welcome 
at the mission house and were shown 
to their rooms. That evening at bed- 
time, the family gathered in their room 
for prayers. “Heaven seems very real 
to me tonight,” said Mother. “I had 
heard of Africa and we had been told 
we were sailing to Africa all those 
days we were on the ship, but today, 
I have seen Africa.” 

“Yes,” answered Dad. “I’m sure it 
will be that way some day when we 
arrive on the Heavenly Shore and step 
out into that beautiful place.” 

“Everything seems so different, doesn’t 
it?” said Ted. Sue was quiet, she was 
feeling homesick again. 

“Everything is strange and different 
here,” said Mother as she looked around 
their room with its iron beds covered 
with mosquito tents and the washstand 
with its old-fashioned basin and pitcher 
of water. 

It was then Dad picked up his Bible 
and held it lovingly in his hands. “We 
have come many miles from home,” he 
said, “and we have seen many strange 
sights. But, tonight the same moon 
looks down upon us here that shines 
over Bethel Farm and Grandmother. 
And, best of all, our Bible has not 
changed. In all the changes we shall 
ever have in life, this Book will al- 
ways remain the same.” 

Then Dad opened the Bible and read, 
“If I take the wings of the morning, 
and dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the sea; even there shall thy hand lead 
me, and thy right hand shall hold me” 
(Psa. 139:9, 10). 

Sue was feeling better now, and after 
prayers a tired but contented Ted and 
Sue were soon fast asleep—their first 
night in Africa. 

(To be continued) 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Commentary on the Epistle to the 
Galatians. By John Eadie. (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $6.95.) 
Here is a volume of over 500 pages done 
in the classic scholarly manner so char- 
acteristic of the theological greats of 
the nineteenth century, whose works 
are being increasingly presented to to- 
day’s generation of Bible students by 
way of reprint editions. This reprint 
edition is now available as part of the 
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publisher’s “Classic Commentary Li- 
brary” series, and justly so. Though 
the Greek text is quoted throughout the 
commentary, one need not be a student 
of Greek to benefit from the treatment 
given the text. Clear translation and 
extensive explanation is given. Thor- 
oughness, spiritual discernment, knowl- 
edge based on wide and _ intensive 
research, and true Christian conviction 
and devotion are continually in evi- 
dence. Something of the book’s quality 
and usefulness may be seen in the spe- 
cial notes given in addition to the main 
body of the commentary, such as for 
example the forty-three pages of dis- 
cussion of the phrase “James the Lord’s 
brother” (Gal. 1:19) and the sixteen 
page treatment of the subject of Paul’s 
thorn in the flesh. For a complete, com- 
prehensive, and constructive commen- 
tary on the Book of Galatians one need 
look no further than to this great work 
of John Eadie’s. 
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Edifying Conversation in His Temple 


Since out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh, it is imperative to keep our hearts right with God. 
If we do this, what we say will be right. 
the spring of our words and deeds, and if our hearts are not 
right with God, we are almost sure to let some bitter words 
“Doth a fountain send forth at the same 
No, of course not; water 


escape our lips. 
place sweet water and bitter?” 


from a sulphur spring will not taste or smell as good as 
water from a clear, cool spring »f sweet water. The render- 
ing of Psalm 29:9 in several versions has instruction for us 
in respect to our conversation: ‘In his temple doth every one 
speak of his glory” (K.J.V.); “In his temple every thing 
saith, Glory” (A.S.V.); “In his temple doth every thing 
speak of his honour” (Psalter); “In his temple, all of it 
In Old Testament times the Taber- 
nacle and Solomon’s Temple were the dwelling place of God 
and therefore centers of worship. When God gave Moses 
instruction for the building of the Tabernacle, He said, 
“And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell 
among them” (Exod. 25:8). But in New Testament times, 
and since then, God’s people have been collectively and 
“Know ye not that ye are 
the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 
“What? know ye not that your body 
is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye 
have of God, and ye are not your own?” (1 Cor. 6:19.) 
“And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? 
for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, 
I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their 


utters glory” (Kay). 


individually the temple of God. 


you?” (1 Cor. 3:16.) 


Our hearts are __ glory! 


it in meetings. 


all His attributes: 
unchangeableness, 
If we spoke more 


your strength.” 


God, and they shall be my people” (2 Cor. 6:16). 
infrequent in our conversation are the references to God’s 
Are we ashamed of speaking of it? 
occupied with other things that we do not think of it? 


How 


Are we so 


Perhaps both factors enter into our neglect of this vital and 
interesting subject. What does it mean to speak of His glory? 
It does not mean merely to use the word often, or to shout 
In fact, our talk about it need not be 
limited to what we often understand by it: the majesty and 
splendor with which He is surrounded. His glory includes 


His holiness, righteousness, justice, power, 
longsuffering, kindness, mercy, and love. 
often of these things among friends and 


family and in church, it would do us all good, and we 
should feel more continually that “the joy of the Lord is 
There is plenty to stimulate us to this 
wholesome exercise, such as the wonders of the universe, the 
migratory and nesting habits of the birds, the fulfillment 
of prophecy and God’s dealings with Israel even down to the 
present; the marvelous plan of salvation and the shining fac- 
ets, like those of a diamond, of all that Christ accomplished 
on the cross; and God’s manifold and merciful dealings with 
us individually. If we meditated more on these things, and 
spoke more often of them to one another, we should find our 
hearts warmed and cheered and there would be less room for 
criticism, complaint, and murmuring. We should exclaim 
with Paul, “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments 
and his ways past finding out!” (Rom. 11:33.) 
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Channels Only 


By Mildred 


ter,” was sung by the soloist of 

the evening. Long after the 
service the refrain repeated itself in my 
mind and heart. From Genesis to Rev- 
elation we cannot find the record of any- 
one signally used of God who was not a 
“channel only,” a vessel or instrument 
in the hand of the Master. 

Moses, the most humble of men, never 
took credit to himself for any of the 
marvelous things God did for the Chil- 
dren of Israel through him. God did 
not ask Moses to be strong in his own 
strength, but to be simply an instru- 
ment of God’s power. God took this 
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ee C HANNELS only, blessed Mas- 


H. Corbett 


man whom He had prepared—first in 
the courts of Pharaoh and then tending 
sheep in the desert—and told him, “Now 
shalt thou see what I will do to Phar- 
aoh” (Exod. 6:1). 

Joshua realized his own inability to 
lead the Israelites to the Promised 
Land, but God promised, “The Lord 
thy God is with thee whithersoever 
thou goest” (Josh. 1:9). 

God reduced Gideon’s army from 
thirty-two thousand to three hundred, 
so that neither Gideon nor his men 


could claim the victory as their own. 
God told Gideon, “I have delivered it 
[the host 
Lior 


gf Midian] into thine hand” 








(Judges 7:9). Throughout the times of 
the Judges, the victories of Israel 
came only when God worked through 
yielded, pure-hearted individuals. 

When God’s children in pride accept 
or desire praise for that which God has 
done, there are difficulties. When the 
singers praised David with “Saul has 
slain his thousands and David his ten 
thousands” (1 Sam. 18:7), jealous rage 
filled the heart of King Saul. 

Paul in humbleness of heart called 
himself the chief of sinners and we can 
feel the exaltation of Galatians 2:20, “Yet 
not I, but Christ liveth in me.” 

In all reverence we would remind 
ourselves that our Saviour gave us the 
beautiful example of Himself as the in- 
strument of His Father’s will. He came 
not to do His own will, but the will of 
the Father who sent Him. “The works 
which the Father hath given me to fin- 
ish, the same works that I do, bear wit- 
ness of me, that the Father hath sent 
me” (John 5:36). . 

Nearer to our own day, the wonder- 
ful man of prayer and faith George 
Miiller claimed only to be an instru- 
ment or a channel for the work of God 
in caring for thousands of orphan boys 
and girls as well as supporting missions 
and missionaries in all parts of the 
world. 

In the life of D. L. Moody, two 
women of his congregation came to him 
and told that they were praying he 
might be filled with the Holy Spirit. 
He did not understand the need for such 
infilling; but God brought him to a time 
of crisis when he realized that he must 
be filled with the Spirit in order to go 
on in the work to which God had 
called him. God met the need of his 
servant, and thus answered the prayers 
of the two devout women in a mighty 
way. As an instrument in the hand of 
God, Mr. Moody’s work still has far- 
reaching fruit. 

God is still seeking those who are 
willing to be channels of His power and 
blessing, yielded instruments in which 
He can work in this world. But God 
cannot use us if we cling to self. 

An instrument does not advise its 
owner how it is to be used; a cup does 
not tell its master how it is to be filled; 
a channel must be passive in the hands 
of the One by whom it is to be used. 

How sad it is to see Christians vie 
with each other for the limelight, for 
the place of prominence. They forget 
the Master who washed the feet of His 
disciples and who said, “I came not to 
be ministered unto but to minister.” 

There must be many times when God 
would use us in the secluded place of 
service, but our pride may keep us from 
being so used. There may also be times 
when God desires to use us in the place 








Comfort for Dark Days 





_ “Grace and peace be multiplied 
unto you through the knowledge 
of God, and of Jesus our Lord” 
(2 Pet. 1:2). 
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of prominence, but there is something 
in our lives that is a hindrance to such 
usefulness. 

Every Christian should not only be 
willing but desire to be only a channel 
for the work of God, for we have been 
“bought with a price,” the precious 
blood of Christ, and we should there- 
fore glorify God in body and in spirit 
“which are God’s” (1 Cor. 6:20). In 
yielding our lives to be used of God in 
whatever way He chooses, we are only 
submitting to Him that which already 
belongs to Him by right of creation and 
by right of purchase. We are not par- 
tially saved—partly His—but we are, 
and should so live, completely His. “As 
ye have therefore received Christ Jesus 
the Lord, so walk ye in him” (Col. 2: 
6). 

Our voices should be channels for 
God’s use. Not only the voice of the 
preacher in the pulpit and the teacher 
in the class, but the voice of every 
Christian in every word spoken. In 
witnessing, yes; but also in every con- 
versation—in our homes, our business 
contacts, our social relationships. Hu- 
manly speaking, it is not possible for us 
to always show forth Christ to others in 
this part of our being. It is only possi- 
ble as our voices are presented to Christ 
for His use. 

Our appearance, especially to those 
who meet us for the first time, gives op- 
portunity to witness for Christ. In the 
manner of dress, this is especially true 
of women, and this part of their lives 
must be under His control. The Chris- 
tian man or woman, boy or girl should 
have a serene and radiant countenance, 
free from strain and tension and anx- 
iety. 

Many times we cannot control what 
we hear, but the temptation may come 
to listen to the unkind word, the bit of 
gossip, the scoffing. Only as Christ con- 
trols, will we hear what He wants us to 
hear; and hearing, act and react as He 
wills. 


The things that we see affect us in 
many ways; joy in the beauties of na- 
ture, the reading of God’s Word and 
books that help to develop our spiritual 
life. We may see the need of Christians 
and non-Christians; we may see the 
longing in the eyes of others for a kind 
word, even for a word of witness. The 
ways in which our eyes may serve God 
are numberless, perhaps differing with 
each individual, as the Lord indicates. 

Our feet may be used for walking, 
not only in places of evil, but in places 
where valuable time is wasted—time 
that God desires to use. But a conse- 
crated walk can take us not only to the 
house of God, but to many other places 
of His service. Christ has no hands but 
our hands, no feet but our feet, to use 
in the world today. 

The hands of the mother are lovingly 
offered in the service of her children, 
but even in this the hands must be con- 
secrated to God first of all. By doing 
the needed household tasks for a neigh- 


‘ bor who is ill, a witness may be given 


for God. I think of a dear woman who, 


(Continued on page 664) 














The Mark of the Beast 


Will you give me some information 
on a subject that is confusing to me, 
I have heard two ministers speak on 
this subject. One minister said that 
some time in the future the people 
living at that time will worship the 
beast and he will cause all to re. 
ceive the mark in their right hand 
or their foreheads. The other min- 
ister explained that all this has hap- 
pened in the past, and will not_hap- 
pen in the future. Will you give me 
your thought on this, please—An 
Iowa reader. 


Perhaps no portion of prophetic 
Scripture has been the subject of such 
speculation as that which speaks of the 
beast out of the sea, or the Antichrist, 
and the beast out of the earth, his false 
prophet. as described in Revelation 13 


and 1+ No such figures, by the wildest 
stret £ imagination, can be found in 
his‘ y sho will meet the qualifications 


se .W.there and in the Book of Daniel. 
The inescapable conclusion is that they 
will appear some time in the future, 
exercising their power during the time 
of the Great Tribulation. 

Just what the mark is that will be 
placed on the foreheads or the right 
hands of men and that will permit 
them to conduct business during this 
tribulation time, we are not told. The 
mark will, however, indicate that the 
bearer is a worshiper of the beast. 
We are told also that those who bear 
this mark will eventually, like the two 
beasts, be the objects of God’s wrath 
and terrible judgment (Rev. 14:9-11). 

This will be in a time of dread 
choice, for those who refuse to wor- 
ship the image of the Antichrist will 
die a martyr’s death (Rev. 13:15), and 
those who worship him and receive his 
mark will suffer eternal damnation 
(Rev. 14:9, 10). 

However, those of us who have, be- 
fore the Lord’s return, received Christ 
as our personal Saviour need have no 
fear. We will not be faced with this 
dreadful choice. Either we will have 
died and gone to be with Christ and 
will return with Him, or, if we are 
living when He returns, we will be 
caught up with all believers to meet 
Him in the air, and thus will escape 
this tribulation time on earth. Since 
the Lord may return at any moment, it 
behooves us to witness to others “in 
season, out of season .. . for the time 
will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine; but after their own 
lusts shall they heap to themselves 
teachers, having itching ears; and they 
shall turn away their ears from the 
truth, and shall be turned unto fables” 
(2 Tim. 4:2-4). How terrible it will 
be to realize some day that some to 
whom we might have spoken about 
Christ may have to go through the 
Great Tribulation! 
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3. The Christian in the Armed Forces 


The Army’s position on moral standards 


HE men and women who estab- 
([Tistea British colonies in New Eng- 

land in the seventeenth century 
were emphatically Christian in their 
view of the world and life. In their 
personal conduct and in their social 
organization, they exercised a vigorous 
brand of Christianity commonly known 
as Puritanism. 

When America is spoken of as a 
Christian nation, and reference is made 
to her Christian origins, it is usually 
these settlers who are in mind. How- 
ever, it was not they who brought 
America into being as a nation. This 
was done 150 years later by men who 
did not claim to be Christians. The 
founding fathers of America as a dis- 
tinct nation, those men who led her 
to “assume among the powers of earth 
that separate and equal station to which 
the laws of nature and nature’s God 
entitle her” were deistic in their out- 
look; and it was on deistic rather than 
Christian principles that they framed 
the documents of our nationhood. 


Western Standards of Morality Upheld 


This is not to deny the influence of 
the Judaeo-Christian ethic on our civ- 
ilization. The standard of righteous- 
ness that God gave to Moses at Sinai 
and that He reiterated when He came 
in the flesh has been accepted at least 
officially by Western civilization ever 
since the Gospel in the hands of Ro- 
man Catholic missionaries filtered 
through the European nations, and kings 
and princes made Christianity the es- 
tablished religion. The phenomenon 
that we call Christendom is not what 
Christ came to call into being, but in- 
asmuch as our civilization views adul- 
tery, murder, theft, and false witness 
as objectionable, and recognizes the 
worth of the individual and his free- 
dom, we call it Christian. 

America was conceived as a nation 
where liberty, equality, and justice 
would prevail. It was to be an experi- 
ment in democracy. It cannot, how- 
ever, be said that these ideals make 
America a distinctly Christian nation. 
She has, along with the rest of the 
West, accepted the large outlines of 
ethics enunciated at Sinai and in Gal- 
ilee. But, also in common with the 
Test of civilization, she has not recog- 
nized Jesus Christ as Lord of all, and 
is therefore not a Christian nation. One 
does not find reason in the New Tes- 
tament to look for such an entity in 
this present world order. 

It is deprecatory neither to Chris- 
tianity nor to America to say that 
America is not a Christian nation. The 
New Testament does not anticipate 
Christian nations, and America never 
Set out to be one. Jefferson and Frank- 
lin made no effort to create a Christian 
Nation. 





Last March, in two articles in the 
Times, Mr. Howard told something 
of the lessons that may be learned 
by a Christian young man trans- 
planted into a life totally different 
from anything he has before ex- 
perienced, and what it is that sepa- 
rates him from the non-Christians all 
about him. This third and final 
article tells how far the Army goes 
in seeking to control the moral con- 
duct of its members. 








The institutions of the United States 
Government, therefore, while acknowl- 
edging along with their government 
the Christian ethic, are not Christian 
in the strictly Biblical sense. The 
United States Army is such an insti- 
titution. It is part of the structure of 
this present world order, and as such 
has nothing to do with the Kingdom of 
God one way cr the other. Being a 
part of the American democracy, it 
must maintain an attitude of impar- 
tiality and fairness to its several hun- 
dred thousand members, whatever their 
beliefs are. 

Of American institutions, the mili- 
tary is one of the most advanced in 
the application of tolerance and liberty. 
There is neither racial nor religious 
discrimination. Every effort is made 
to provide religious freedom for every 
man. , 

Since the principal stuff of the Army 
is men rather than machines, the mat- 
ter of ethics demands perhaps more 
immediate and consistent attention than 
it does in business or industry. The 
Army knows that if it is going to be 
realistic, it has got to face things as 
they are rather than as they might 
be. Therefore, while officially uphold- 
ing our Western ideas of morality, the 
Army is forced to deal with the un- 
avoidable violation of these ideas in 








Impatient 
By Clara Fennema 


MPATIENT, like a little child, 
I find myself to be; 

Not waiting for the Lord to work 
His perfect will in me. 

I try with my poor skill to push 
The hands of time ahead, 

And reap far less than if I were 
At all times Spirit led. 


Oh Lord, to whom a thousand years 
Are sometimes as a day, 
Give me the patience that I need 
To walk in wisdom’s way. 
Teach me to rest in Thee, and wait, 
So that Thy best may be 
My portion throughout all my days, 
And for eternity. 
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the best way in which a secular body 
can act. 


Since there are nearly a million men 
on active duty, there is no way of 
forcing absolute compliance with ac- 
cepted morality on every man at every 
moment. The Army is not a reform 
school, and therefore, if morale is not 
to reach absolute zero, a maximum of 
freedom must be allowed the men with- 
in the limits of the mission that the 
Army has to accomplish. Nor is the 
Army a New Testament church, and 
therefore Christian discipline is not ex- 
ercised for breach of morality. If a 
man is not involved in lawbreaking, 
and if his activity does not hinder his 
work, the Army does not officially in- 
terfere. 

In seeking to maintain a socially ac- 
ceptable standard, the Army has im- 
posed certain restrictions, the violation 
of which does result in disciplinary ac- 
tion. While not the only vices of which 
men are capable, drunkenness and sex- 
ual immorality are the most obvious. 
They are not, let us remember, pe- 
culiar to military men however. 


Not a Question of Right or Wrong 


With regard to the use of alcoholic 
beverages, the Army has ruled that 
there will be no drinking on duty. No 
intoxicating beverages are allowed in 
the barracks. Objectionable places of 
entertainment in the towns surround- 
ing Army installations are placed “off 
limits.” Beer halls, in which beer to 
the strength of 3.2% alcohol is sold, are 
maintained on Army posts, and the 
officers’ and noncommissioned officers’ 
clubs sell mixed drinks and hard liquor. 
The question is not whether drinking 
is right or wrong, but whether the 
man is able to function as a good sol- 
dier and fighting man. 

Concerning sexual morality, the 
Army, again by definition as a secular 
rather than religious institution, con- 
fines its official action to breach of 
law. There are some things that are 
sins but are not crimes. Jealousy, envy, 
lust, and malice, are such. If a man is 
found to be involved in a crime, he is 
subject to discipline. In the case of 
homosexuality, for instance, the of- 
fenders are prosecuted, and ordinarily 
one or the other or both of the parties 
are discharged from the service. In 
the case of premarital conception of 
children, many Army chaplains will 
marry the couple involved, but the 
Army takes no official action since no 
crime against society is held to have 
been committed. In the case of ve- 
nereal disease, medical care is given 
rather than disciplinary action. 

It is clear, then, that the Army’s first 
concern is with its mission as a de- 
fender of America. It must maintain 
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a fighting force, and, where breach of 
military or civil law is concerned, take 
action. But it does not exercise church 
discipline; we cannot ask it to do so. 

In fairness, however, it must be 
pointed out that the Army shows of- 
ficial concern for the moral stature of 
its members. While it is true that 
many things that would in a church 
bring disciplinary action on a man do 
not do so in the Army, nonetheless, 
the Army has established a program of 
“character guidance” designed to make 
the men aware of moral issues, and 
encourage right behaviour. Since, how- 
ever, the military must, because of its 
secular nature, walk the tightrope of 
a morality without a specific religious 
orientation, the character guidance pro- 
gram is doomed to futility before it 
gets started. It is based on the Socratic 
idea that to know right is to do right. 
If this were the case with humanity, 
then redemption were unnecessary, and 
Christ need not have come. 

As is the case with every human in- 
stitution, the on-paper intentions of the 
Army are loftier than the grass-roots 
outworking of those intentions. The 
program for encouraging a high level 
of morality among the men that ema- 
nates from Washington is not always 
realized at company level. True, every 
man must attend one hour of character 
guidance each month, but I have never 
seen a man disciplined for sexual im- 
morality or drunkenness if his behav- 
iour did not involve breach of law, or 
did not impair his ability to do his job. 

The Army also encourages a religious 
program, realizing that there is more to 
a man than the soldier. A man must 
do more in life than fight. The Army 
deals with men, not just fighting units. 








Christians believe that the thing 
needful for men is not mere religion. 
It is Jesus Christ. But the Army can- 
not go further than the encouragement 
of religion generally. It cannot favor 
evangelical Christianity over Liberal 
Christianity, or Protestantism over Ro- 
man Catholicism, or Christianity over 
Judaism. The thesis is that religion 
is a good force in a man’s life, and, in- 
asmuch as it makes him a better man 
and soldier, it is to be encouraged. 

An active chaplaincy program is 
maintained. Since the majority of men 
are either Protestant or Catholic, the 
number of “Christian” chaplains far 
outweighs the Jewish. There is no 
partiality here. It is simply a matter 
of numbers. The work of chaplains 
involves conducting religious services 
for the men of their units, and being 
available for counselling, advice, and 
the thousand other kinds of help they 
are called on to give. The religious 
program in the Army is considered a 
command responsibility. It is not rele- 
gated to the chaplain and forgotten. 
Some commanders feel strongly that 
religion is a vital part of a man’s life, 
and is to be encouraged. A few feel 
that it interferes with the business of 
making tough fighting men. The Army 
officially, however, encourages the re- 
ligious program. 

The Army is part of the present 
world order, and the New Testament 
does not view this as the vehicle for 
the establishment of the Kingdom. The 
Army is fulfilling to its utmost its mis- 
sion as a secular institution of American 
democracy. We would be unjust to ask 
it to do more. 

Moorestown, N. J. 


The Tract of the Month 


A church that has a great tract ministry 


HE development of a tract ministry 
is one of the most effective methods 
of encouraging personal work and of ex- 
tending a church’s witness to the far 
reaches of a community. However, a 
well-stocked tract rack in the vestibule 
is not sufficient to stimulate interest in 
the tract distribution. Only the experi- 
enced soul-winner will make periodic 
withdrawals and thus take advantage of 
a selection of evangelical tracts as an 
auxiliary to the spoken word. Others 
pass by without realizing that they, too, 
could be a great force in soul-winning. 
Those who long to share the experience 
of the heavenly walk with their neigh- 
bors, and fellow workers, and strangers 
at the gate, and yet let opportunities go 
unredeemed for want of a choice phrase 
or timely word, will find that a tract 
can supply the deficiency and provide a 
priceless setting. 
To tap this source of manpower the 
supply of tracts must be made more 
readily available and their distribution 
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By RIDGELY MERING 


placed on a systematic basis. In our 
church the “tract of the month” plan 
has proved very effective, resulting in a 
tenfold increase in leaflet evangelism. 
On the first Sunday of each month a 
new tract, in packages of fifteen, is 
placed on a table in the center of the 
vestibule. To add a merchandising 
touch they are inserted in an envelope 
and, to identify the package, a tract is 
attached to the outside with a rubber 
band. In the pastor’s pulpit announce- 
ment and through the bulletin a brief 
description is furnished. Members are 
urged to take as many as they can 
prayerfully use. While distribution is 
encouraged, tracts are never pressed 
upon anyone, since the program to be 
worth while must be voluntary. 

Tracts are selected for their evangel- 
ical content and use of Scripture, and 
also with regard to the season— 
Christmas, New Year’s, Easter, Thanks- 
giving, and the like. They bear the 
church’s imprint and schedule of serv- 





ices. As a result of systematizing the 
program, one hundred _ twenty-five 
packets containing two thousand tracts 
in all are taken each month. 

Many who never before realized the 
possibilities of this ministry are finding 


great joy and blessing in reaching out 


to others with the Gospel message. It 
has made many sensitive to the abun- 
dant opportunities about them and to 
the hunger mankind has for the Bread 
of Life. Tract distribution has stimulated 
the interest of a number of persons 
who have brought to our _atten- 
tion tracts on Jewish and Catholic evan- 
gelism, as well as those of compassion, 
written for the comforting of the saints. 

Material in the racks is in much 
greater demand as members seek to in- 
crease the variety of tracts they carry. 
More than one thousand are withdrawn 
each month. Previously we were dis- 
tributing an estimated three hundred 
monthly, and now, on an entirely volun- 
tary basis, this has risen to three thou- 
sand. The program is in its second 
year. 

BALTIMORE, Mb. 
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Dr. Rowell’s Latest Booklets 
On a Catholic Presidency 


UNDAY SCHOOL TIMES readers are 
already acquainted with Dr. Row- 
ell’s timely warning entitled, “Shall a 
Roman Catholic be President?” which 
appeared in the Times of February 6, 
1960. The reprint of this article has 
met with a wide demand, and is still 
available at 25 cents a dozen; $1.50 a 
hundred; $6 for five hundred; $10 a 
thousand. i 
Now it is possible to secure in book- 
let form Dr. Rowell’s enlarged state- 
ment on this crucial subject, entitled, 
“President or Pope—Shall Rome Dom- 
inate America?” This gives a photo- 
graphic picture of the monument of 
Loyola, representing the founder of the 
Jesuit Order trampling Martin Luther 
underfoot. 

The second booklet .available is Dr. 
Rowell’s “Open Letter to Cardinal Tar- 
dini, Vatican Secretary of State,” deal- 
ing with the forthcoming Ecumenical 
Council proposed by Rome. This pre- 
sents a serious issue that will increase in 
seriousness as the time for the so-called 
Second Vatican Council to be decided 
upon by the Roman Church, draws 
nearer. This documentary research has 
been highly commended by many out- 
standing leaders, is vital to all Chris- 
tians, and should be studied in the 
light of the Pope’s invitation. 

The cost of “Pope or President?” is 
25 cents; the “Open Letter to Cardinal 
Tardini,” is 15 cents—both for 40 cents, 
postpaid. “Pope or President?” may be 
had in quantity at five for $1; “Open 
Letter,” eight for $1. Orders should be 
addressed to Challenge Pub. Co., Susan- 
ville, Calif. 


ve 


Are our eyes on the difficulties, or on 
the Lord?—H. A. Ironside. 
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The Bishop's Sunday Schools 


Origin of the Sunday school movement 


6 HE people of this diocese haunt 

me,” said Bishop Porteus of Lon- 
don. “They live for the most part like 
beasts. What little money they make 
they squander in. the dramshops. 
Worst of all are the children. They 
work from dawn to dark. They are 
growing up in total ignorance. They 
will be even more godless and brutal 
than their parents.” 

It was in the year 1790. Bishop 
Porteus was speaking to Hannah More. 
She had been a noted literary figure 
in London. The Evangelicals had 
reached her and she had been con- 
verted. Now she was living near Bris- 
tol, doing religious writing and trying 
to do religious work in the vicinity. 
The bishop was a dear friend and she 
had dropped in to visit with him on 
one of her rare trips to London. 

“My dear Bishop,” she said, “the 
situation is the same all over England. 
With the Church a pawn in the politi- 
cal game and bishoprics and parishes 
given mostly as political rewards, what 
can you expect? In our Parish of 
Cheddar the vicar never puts in an 
appearance. The curate lives nine miles 
away and comes only for a few min- 
utes on Sunday. There are never more 
than twenty at church; often as few as 
eight. Thirteen nearby parishes have 
no resident pastors. As here in Lon- 
don, the children are growing up 
pagans. When Mr. Wilberforce visited 
me recently he said something must 
be done for the people of Cheddar— 
but what?” 

“Have you heard, Miss More, of the 
work being done by the newspaperman, 
Robert Raikes, in Gloucester?” asked 
the bishop. 

“No, Bishop, I have not heard of it. 
Tell me about it.” 

“Mr. Raikes began his work about 
ten years ago. It was in 1780, I think. 
He became greatly concerned about the 
ignorance and crime among the chil- 
dren and youth of Gloucester. He 
started what he called a Sunday school 
for them. He gathered the children in 
from the streets early in the forenoon 
each Sunday and taught them to read 
and write and the fundamentals of the 
Bible and Christianity. His work has 
grown over these ten years and friends 
in Gloucester say you can see the good 
effects in many young lives.” 

“That sounds like the very thing I 
have been praying for,” said Hannah 
More thoughtfully. “The children in 
Cheddar work in the mills from dawn 
to dark six days a week. On Sundays 
they loiter about swearing, fighting, and 
getting into trouble. I am going to 
Start a Sunday school in Cheddar.” 

“And I in London; many of them, I 
hope,” said the bishop enthusiastically. 

So it was that Hannah More -began 
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opening Sunday schools in Cheddar, 
and Bishop Porteus in London. People 
marveled that in a day when most 
bishops paid little attention to their 
religious duties but put in their time 
socializing with lords and gentlemen, 
the Bishop of London toiled to open 
and promote Sunday schools for the 
wild children of the slums. 

It was a hard struggle. Most of the 
children and youth resisted all attempts 
to get them to attend. When they did 
come, some of them were so rough 
and unruly that it drove the teachers 
to despair. The sessions were long, 
often beginning at 10 am. and con- 
tinuing to the end of the 3 p.m. even- 
song. It was real toil trying to teach 
illiterate children and youths to read 
and to guide them into a knowledge 
of salvation. It is no wonder that both 
the bishop and Hannah More had a hard 
time getting pupils into their Sunday 
schools and an even harder time get- 
ting teachers. 

Already the leaders of the evangeli- 
cal revival were promoting Sunday 
schools. Some claim that John Wesley 
began them even before Robert Raikes. 
When Bishop Porteus began his pro- 
motion of Sunday schools, it gave them 
a start in the Church of England. He 
promoted them with all the power he 
had. The French Revolution, with all 
of its excesses, was alarming all Eng- 
land. Some even accused the new 
schools of being an outgrowth of the 
Revolution and of spreading atheism 
and sedition. The bishop yielded 
neither to the spiritual apathy of his 
church members nor to the slander of 
his enemies but went doggedly on es- 
tablishing Sunday schools everywhere 
in the Diocese of London. Other leaders 
in the Church of England, moved by 
the influence of the evangelical revival 
and spurred on by his efforts, joined 
in the Sunday school movement. No 
one can calculate how much it did to 
lift the curtain of ignorance and illiter- 
acy in England and to lead children 
and youth to Christ. 
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The Sunday School Times 
Binder and Index 


INDERS for a year’s issues of the 

TmmMEs may be obtained from the 
Company. The binder is of clothbound, 
heavy cardboard with the name of the 
paper stamped on the front. Single 
copies of the paper can be inserted one 
at a time, and any copy can easily be 
taken out. This system helps  sub- 
scribers keep their copies in a clean, 
orderly manner and makes them readily 
available for reference. The binders 
cost $1.50 each. 
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The Tres also issues an annual In- 
dex of the same dimensions as the 
paper, which can easily be filed in the 
binder. It includes a General Index of 
articles by titles, as well as a Classified 
Index of Verse, Editorials, Notes on 
Open Letters, General Contributed Ar- 
ticles, Writers of Signed Articles, Ways 
of Working, International Sunday School 
Lesson, Children’s Stories, Titles of 
Books Reviewed. The Index (now 
available for 1959) sells for 20 cents a 
copy. 

Orders for binders and indexes should 
be sent to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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Study Helps on the 
Book of Psalms 


URING the Fourth Quarter of the 

International Uniform Lessons for 
1960, beginning with the lesson for 
October 2, nine of the thirteen lessons 
in -the quarter will deal principally 
with the Book of Psalms. The follow- 
ing list of books on the Psalms may 
be suggestive to those who wish to 
supplement the lesson helps that will 
appear in the columns of THE SUNDAY 
ScuooLt Trmes during this Fourth Quar- 
ter: 


Psalms. By F. B. Meyer (Zondervan Pub. 
House, 1415 Lake Drive, S. E., Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $2.50). 


The Psalms Translated and Explained. By 
Joseph Addison Alexander (Zondervan Pub. 
House, $6.95). 


Thou Art My Portion—Life of Victory in 
Psalm 119. By S. Franklin Logsdon (Zon- 
dervan Pub. House, $2). 


The Treasury of David. By C. H. Spurgeon. 
6 Vols. (Zondervan Pub. House, $29.75). 


The Book of Psalms. By A. C. Gaebelein 
(A. -C. Gaebelein Publications, Box 146, Ware- 
town, N. J., $4). 


Christ in the Psalms. 
tingill (Dunham Pub. Co., 
$1.75). 


Studies in the Psalms. By Grace Saxe 
(Moody Press, 820 N. La Salle St., Chicago 
10; 75 cents). 


“I Shall Not Want.” By Robert T. Ketcham 
(Moody Press, 75 cents). 


The Shepherd’s Psalm. By F. B. Meyer 
(Marshall, Morgan & Scott. May be had 
through Zondervan Pub. House, $1.95). 


Book One of the Psalms. By H. A. Ironside 
(Loizeaux Brothers, 19 W. 21st Street, New 
York 10; $2.50). 


The Psalms. 4 Volumes. By Dr. W. Graham 
Scroggie (Fleming H. Revell Co., 316 Third 
Ave., Westwood, N. J., $3.50 each; $12.95 
for the set). 


Notes on the Psalms. By G. Campbell Mor- 
gan (Fleming H. Revell Co., $3). 


Meditations in the Book of Psalms. By 
Erling C. Olsen (Loizeaux Brothers, $6.50). 


Life of David as Reflected in His Psalms. 
By Alexander Maclaren (Baker Book House, 
1019 Wealthy St., S. E., Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $2.75). 

Christ in Psalm 119. By Augustus Prichard 


(Bible House of Los Angeles, 927 S. West- 
moreland Ave., Los Angeles 6, Calif., $1.25). 


By Dr. Wm. L. Pet- 
Findlay, Ohio, 


Psalms. Vols. I and II. By Walter OC. 
Wright (Zondervan Pub. House, 39 cents 
each). 


These books may be ordered through 
the Times Book Service, 18th and Arch 
Sts., Philadelphia 3. With each order of 
less than $3, please include 15 cents 
additional; and with each order of $3 
or over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


LIBRARY (7) 655 











pana 
September 11 





THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Isa. 11:1 And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem 
of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: 

2 And the spirit of the Lorp shall rest upon him, the spirit 
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lorn; 

3 And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear 
of the Lorp: and he shall not judge after the sight of his 
eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: 

4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and 
reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: 
shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with 


International Uniform Lesson 





ISAIAH’S VISION OF THE FUTURE 
Isaiah 2:1-4; 9:2-7; 11:1-9; printed text, 11:1-9 


Golden Text.—He shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning- 
hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 


war any more.—Isa, 2:4 


6 The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 


them. 


Ox. 


den. 


and he 


the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. 


5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and 


faithfulness the girdle of his reins. 


shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young 
lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead 


7 And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones 
shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the 


8 And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’ 


9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy moun- 
tain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lorp, as the waters cover the sea. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 
Approach to the Lesson 


[ene Lord never intended world 
affairs to fall into the chaotic mess 
that exists today. He is a God of 
order, and not the author of confusion, 
and as we look out upon the welter of 
confusion that prevails we can only 
conclude that His plan for the nations 
has been temporarily set aside. Look- 
ing down upon this disorder a voice 
cries out, “An enemy hath done this!” 
What was once a garden has become a 
jungle. 

The root-reason for this disorder is 
found, of course, in man’s sin—his orig- 
inal disobedience of God in the Garden 
of Eden and his rejection of the Prince 
of Peace, accepting instead the robber- 
murderer, Barabbas. Man has suffered 
the dreadful consequence of disobedi- 
ence, robbery, and murder ever since! 

However, this is not to be the per- 
manent order of things. The day is 
coming when wars will be completely 
banished as an instrument for settling 
‘disputes, and the very hearts of men, 
and even the lower creatures, will be 
completely changed. This will not be 
brought about by summit conferences. 
The long-rejected Christ will be finally 
recognized, loved, and obeyed; and only 
then will humanity, having found its 
right relation to Him, be in right re- 
lation to itself. 


Verse by Verse 

Isaiah 11:1—“And there shall come 
forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, 
and a Branch shall grow out of his 
roots.” Jesse was the father of King 
David, of course. Though Jesse was 
originally an obscure farmer in Beth- 
lehem, yet his young son became fa- 
mous as Israel’s great king, succeeding 
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the inglorious Saul. Under God, his 
dynasty produced a line of monarchs 
who enjoyed the divine favor; but an 
interruption was to occur—sin would 
temporarily put the direct line of David 
under the ban of divine proscription 

(see Jer. 22:30). The kingdom-tree 
would be cut down. And yet the prom- 
ise that the royal line would be carried 
on had been given as_ unconditional, 
unalterable, and irrevocable (see 2 Sam. 
7:12-16). What the prophet is saying 
here is that out of the long-dormant 
stock, or stump, a sprout would emerge. 
He would be a new branch, shooting 
out of the old royal house. 

‘Verse 2.—“And the spirit of the Lord 
shall rest upon him, the spirit of wis- 
dom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowl- 
edge and of the fear of the Lord.” 
This verse seems to provide us with 
an explanation of that rather mysteri- 
ous statement in the Book of the Revela- 
tion that speaks about the seven spirits 
of God sent forth into all the earth 
(see Rev. 4:5; 5:6). Does it mean that 
there are really seven distinct spirits 
of God? Surely not. It _ indicates, 
rather, that the one Holy Spirit en- 
joys a sevenfold character and min- 
istry. This rested in its undiminished 
fullness on the branch, our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Like Israel’s seven-branched 
candlestick, the central shaft is called 
“The Spirit of the Lord.” Then there 
are the three branches emerging from 
each side of this central shaft. There 
is a perfect balance between each of 
them. 

Verse 3—“And shall make him of 
quick understanding in the fear of the 
Lord: and he shall not judge after the 
sight of his eyes, neither reprove after 
the hearing of his ears.” The first 
word, “and,” links the first statement 
of this verse with verse 2. It is the 





abundance of the Holy Spirit resting 
upon this King that makes Him sen- 
sitive to what is well-pleasing to God. 
The A.S.V. reads, “His delight shall be 
in the fear of Jehovah.” In contrast 
with other men, the Lord Jesus Christ 
would not pass superficial judgment 
based on externals, such as appearances 
or hearsay. 


Verse 4—“But with righteousness 
shall he judge the poor ... and he 
shall smite the earth with the rod of 
his mouth, and with the breath of his 
lips shall he slay the wicked.” This 
fullness of the Spirit will enable the 
Messiah to rightly discern and discrim- 
inate. The prophet is not stating here 
that He would condemn the poor and 
the meek, but, rather, that He will 
come to their release by deciding what 
is their just due. During the long 
years of His rejection the poor and the 
meek have suffered in silence. But 
now the righteous Christ returns and 
smites down all of His foes and theirs, 
and at long last these lowly sufferers 
come into their own. These “blessed” 
meek will now inherit the earth. Earth’s 
last and rightful King will return sud- 
denly in power and overwhelming judg- 
ment. This refers to His second coming 
in glory, and accords perfectly with the 
whole prophetic program as outlined 
throughout Scripture (e.g., Zech. 14: 
1-9; Matt. 24: 29-31; 2 Thess. 2: 1-8). 

Verse 5—“And righteousness shall be 
the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness 
the girdle of his reins.” The girdle, 
or belt, binds these two virtuous char- 
acteristics around the Messiah, and all 
of His activities are controlled by them. 
The loins speak of the source of 
strength; the reins, or literally kidneys, 
symbolize spiritual discrimination. (In 
the human body the kidneys constantly 
accept and reject; in other words, they 
discriminate.) He possesses both per- 
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fect knowledge and absolute power to 
act for God. 

Verse 6—“The wolf also shall dwell 
with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the kid; and the calf and 
the young lion and the fatling together; 
and a little child shall lead them.” We 
believe that this statement should be 
understood literally, and not in an al- 
legorical sense. When the true King 
assumes His power as the Last Adam, 
God’s true order will be restored. Fe- 
rocity among the beasts will give place 
to docility. The little child who now 
flees before their threats will then lead 
them. 

Verse 7.—“. . . their young ones will 
lie down together: and the lion shall 
eat straw like the ox.” Before the Fall 
both man and beast were herbivorous 
(Gen. 1:30). But the entrance of sin 
produced a predatory nature in the 
lower creatures, and the law of tooth 
and claw has prevailed ever since. But 
when the Messiah reigns all of this will 
be changed, and the carnivorous ap- 
petite of the brute will again become 
herbivorous. Earth’s groan will then 
be hushed, and the conditions that pre- 
vailed in Eden will be restored. 


Verse 8.—“And the sucking child shall 
play on the hole of the asp...” The 
child who today accidentally contacts 
the venomous snake will be poisoned 
and will probably die. But in the 
millennial Kingdom of Christ what 
were formerly deadly vipers will be- 
come playthings! 

Verse 9—“They shall not hurt nor 
destroy in all my holy mountain: for 
the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea.” The earth having been swept 
clear of all the foes of Christ and His 
people, will not only then be a cleansed 
earth, but one whose population will 
really know Jehovah. This knowledge 
will certainly not be theoretical, but 
will arise out of a deep heart experience. 
The masses will yield Him their loyalty 
and their love. Being in right relation 
to Him as King, all will be in right 
relation to one another. Then only 
will be fulfilled the age-long prayer, 
“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven.” 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It is obvious that the bulk of this 
great prophecy still awaits fulfillment. 
To attempt to press it all into any 
present-day mold, and to allegorize its 
features, is to pervert, if not to destroy 
its plain meaning. 

In prophecy, however, there is a fre- 
quent blending of both the near and 
the distant, immediate and remote. 
Sometimes the writers will envisage 
Some imminent and local happening 
and then expand this into what is 
actually remote and universal. This 
ls often caused by common underlying 
Principles. Again, sometimes the suf- 


ferings of Christ, which are always 
connected with His first coming, ap- 
pear to be blended on the same hori- 
zon as His second coming in triumph. 
Today’s lesson illustrates this. 





Last Week’s Lesson 


10. September 4.—God’s Hand in History. 
Isaiah 10:5-34; 14:24-27; 37:21-37 


Next Week’s Lesson 


12. September 18.—False Leadership 
Brings Ruin. ......... -Micah 3; 4:1-5 








The Lord Jesus Christ is David’s 
branch. He came to Bethlehem as 
David’s Son. He enjoyed the full and 
perfect enduement of the Holy Spirit. 
He acted always in the fear of Jehovah, 
and never judged according to appear- 
ances. This was all true of Him at His 
first coming. But there is a further 
movement in this prophetic vision that 
must await His second coming in glory 
and power. For He has not yet smitten 
the earth in His wrath nor overthrown 
the wicked in His righteous anger. He 
will do just this at His triumphant 
return. Then 


He’ll give these bodies vile 
A fashion like His own; 

He’ll bid the whole creation smile, 
And hush its groan. 


What He did partially and on the 
local level at His first appearing He 
will execute completely on the univer- 
sal level at His second. 

The Christian of today should pray 
for all leaders and those who wield 
political authority. He must yield sub- 
jection to the prevailing powers. He 
must be an example of obedience and 
of Christian sobriety. At the same 
time, he must recognize that the only 
hope of permanent world peace will 
be the return of the true King, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Hence, his daily 
prayer should be, “Even so come, Lord 
Jesus.” 


Topics for Development 

The Coming Radical Change in the 
Wild Animals. The beast, or wild ani- 
mal, is obviously a lower form of life 
than man, for the creation of such was 
quite distinct. Today these creatures 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 
HAT will be the ultimate capital 
of the earth? 

2. When will “all nations flow” to- 
ward the Lord? 

3. What are some of the names of 
the “child ... born” and the “son... 
given”? 

4. Upon whose throne will He sit? 


5. Out of whose stem will the 
branch grow? 
6. What is meant by “the seven 


Spirits of God”? 

7. What will Christ do to His foes 
when He returns in His power? 

8. Why will world peace not be ac- 
complished by human efforts? 

9. What will be done with military 
instruments during Messiah’s future 
Kingdom? 

10. How far-reaching will the knowl- 
edge of the Lord be during His coming 
Kingdom? 

(Answers on page 662) 
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manifest natures that are often objec- 
tionable, if not menacing. The question 
arises, Did the Creator produce them 
like this in the beginning? The Book 
of Genesis supplies the answer in the 
negative. Before sin entered in, all of 
these animals were completely subject 
to Adam, their king. The Lord brought 
each of them to Adam and he gave to 
each its name. They recognized him as 
their superior, and obeyed his com- 
mands. Today, however, this is far 
from being the case. Not only are the 
bulk of them hostile to man, but they 
are hostile one to another. In the be- 
ginning they ate the herb of the field; 
today many of them are flesh-eating 
and predatory. All of this disorder is 
among the by-products of human sin. 
Everything is out of adjustment, and 
every evidence of their insubordination 
is a sign of man’s fall and his consequent 
alienation from God. When he rebelled 
against his King, then the lower crea- 
tures rebelled against their king. 

What a different attitude, however, 
did these very creatures take to the 
Lord Jesus when He was here! There 
are a number of instances throughout 
the four Gospels where mammals, birds, 
and fish bowed to His authority. See 
Psalm 8:6-9. 


The Outline of the Lesson 


1. Messiah’s future capital and the na- 
tions (Isa. 2: 1-4) 

2. Messiah’s personal glories and His 
government (9: 2-7) 

3. Messiah’s power and world peace 
(11: 1-9) 


Practical Applications 


While our lesson today concerns it- 
self chiefly with the future aspect of 
Christ’s Kingdom, we must not forget 
the fact that there is a very real present 
aspect to this truth. We who have be- 
lieved on the Lord Jesus Christ to the 
salvation of our souls are in that King- — 
dom now. We are exhorted to give 
thanks because we have been delivered 
out of “the power of darkness, and... 
translated . . . into the kingdom of his 
dear Son” (Col. 1:12, 13). To enter 
this Kingdom we had to be born again 
(John 3:3). Hence, when we believed 
on Him with our hearts and confessed 
Him as Lord with our mouths we en- 
tered into that spiritual Kingdom where 
Christ is our Lord here and now. It is 
our responsibility not only to know His 
will but to obey it in every respect 
daily. We have learned that blessing 
in the future Kingdom will flow out of 
obedience to the King. But exactly 
the same is true today. 

We have observed that in that com- 
ing millennium all the animals will be 
happily adjusted once again because 
they will obey Christ. But is there not 
plenty of “wolf,” “leopard,” “lion,” and 
“snake” in each one of us now. And 
all of these evil creatures must be 
brought into the King’s obedience here 
within our own hearts if we are to 
enjoy peace and true prosperity. 

In that day the earth will be flooded 
with the knowledge and the glory of 
the Lord. He wants our lives to be 
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flooded with those same great bless- 
ings today. 
Golden Text 

Isaiah 2:4—“‘And he _ shall judge 
among the nations, and shall rebuke 
many people: and they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more.” This glori- 
ous prediction presents the highest good 
for all humanity, and is the longed-for 
goal of a groaning creation. It will be 
literally and completely fulfilled. But 
the striking of this golden hour awaits 
the time when Jesus Christ, who has a 
minimum of recognition today, returns 
to deal with the nations who have ig- 
nored and rejected Him. This He will 
do with suddenness and glory. In other 
words, His Kingdom will not be the 
result of a gradual advance of Christian 
influence, but rather by His cataclysmic 
appearing when He returns to assume 
His authority over the earth. 

WEst PALM BEACH, FLA. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And there shall come forth a rod 
. and a Branch .. .” (Isa. 11:1) .— 
There are many glowing prophecies of 
the earthly, millennial Kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. In this 
chapter, the prophet is looking for- 
ward to the fulfillment of those proph- 
ecies. They were not accomplished at 
our Lord’s first advent; but they shall 
be when He returns in power and great 
glory. “When the Lord shall build up 
Zion, he shall appear in his glory” 
(Psa. 102: 16). 

He will come as the branch, that is, 
as David’s Son; also as the root, that 
is as David’s Lord. He is “the root 
and the offspring of David” (Rev. 22: 
16). If He were only man, He could 
not be the root of David, for David’s 
history goes back to about 1000 B.C. 

What a glorious day that will be for 
Israel and for the nations that come 
through the Great Tribulation, when 
the King is manifested as very man 
and very God! 

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 

Does his successive journeys run; 

His kingdom spread from shore to shore, 


Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
—I. Watts 


“And the spirit of the Lord shall 
rest upon him...” (Isa. 11:2).—The 
Lord Jesus Christ is the one who is 
seen in Revelation as having “the seven 
spirits of God,” (Rev. 5:6) that is, the 
absolute fullness of the sevenfold Holy 
Spirit. 

Dr. Ironside enumerates them as 
given in this verse, for example: “the 
Spirit of Jehovah, one; the Spirit of 
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wisdom, two; and of understanding, 
three; the Spirit of counsel, four; and 
of might, five; the Spirit of knowledge, 
six; and of the fear of Jehovah, seven. 
The Spirit of Jehovah is the spirit of 
reverence.” 

“God giveth not the Spirit by meas- 
ure unto him” (John 3:34). Every- 
thing He said, and everything He did 
at His first advent was in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. It shall be the 
same when He reigns over the earth. 
As a consequence, “he shall not judge 
after the sight of his eyes, neither re- 
prove after the hearing of his ears: 
but with righteousness ... with equity” 
(Isa. 11:3, 4). 

“_. . with the breath of his lips shall 
he slay the wicked” (Isa. 11:4). —Num- 
bers of versions render it “the wicked 
one.” For when the Lord returns in 
power to reign, the one called “that 
Wicked,” who opposeth and exalteth 
himself above all that is called god, 
or that is worshiped, shall be reigning 
in unrighteousness (2 Thess. 2:1-8; also 
Rev. 19:11-21). 

This should satisfy every devout mind 
that education, legislation, and religion 
combined will never produce millennial 
conditions. Corruption and _ violence 
will prevail right up to the time of the 
Lord’s return to reign. It is only when 
His “judgments are in the earth, the 
inhabitants of the world will learn 
righteousness” (Isa. 26:9). The world 
can, and should be, evangelized in our 
generation; but it will not be con- 
verted apart from the Lord’s personal 
reign. 

“The wolf also shall dwell with the 
lamb . .”. (Isa. 11:6) —When Adam 
was given dominion over “the fowl of 
the air, and over every living thing 
that moveth upon the earth” (Gen. 1: 
28), there was no hint that the animals 
were carnivorous, but the very opposite; 
for they all ate the same food. They 
were herbivorous (Gen. 1:30) and lived 
peacefully together. When “the last 
Adam” has visible dominion over all 
creation, He will restore conditions that 
existed before sin entered into the world. 

Some people laugh and scoff at the 
promise that “the leopard shall lie down 
with the kid,” and say: “That will 
only be when the kid is inside the 
leopard!” But the words of the prophet 
are to be understood literally. The 
wisdom and power of the Creator will 
make it possible. Praise His name! 

“ . . the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea” (Isa. 11:9).—Nothing su- 
perficial about that! Scientists tell us 
that the sea is six miles deep in some 
places; and there are depths in the sea 
which they have not been able to 
sound as yet. 

I like the way Habakkuk puts it: 
“For the earth shall be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the sea” (2:14). 

The evangelist John tells us: “. .. 
this is life eternal, that they might 
know thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent” (17:3). 
The knowledge of the Lord and of His 


glory will enable the people in that 
day to enjoy Him and His glorious 
reign. 

“. . . neither shall they learn war 
any more” (Isa. 2:4).—This war-weary 
world will one day enjoy international 
disarmament and peace—not because 
of the United Nations Organization— 
but because the Prince of peace 
“maketh wars to cease unto the end 
of the earth” (Psa. 46:9). 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED Hymns 


“Jesus Shall Reign” 
“A Better Day Is Coming” 
“Let Jesus Come Into Your Heart’ 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God 
of our salvation, who didst give Thy 
Son to bring us and our world back to 
Thyself, we thank Thee He will con- 
tinue His saving work till Thine image 
is restored in us, and the Paradise lost 
by sin is regained for us by Him. 
Make this lesson speak its message to 
us and incline us all to yield to our 
Saviour that in our lives His rule of 
peace may begin. Bless the spread of 
the Gospel among the nations, and help 
us to do our part to spread the knowl- 
edge of the Lord everywhere. Guide 
world rulers in ways of right and peace 
and help us all to acknowledge Thee 
in all our ways. To those who are ill, 
disabled, or infirm grant gracious aid 
and comfort. Free sin-bound and guilt- 
laden souls and cleanse us all from our 
sins, leading us in the paths of right- 
eousness for Thy Son’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Christians can sing 
with certainty, 
A better day is coming, 
A morning promised lon 


g, 
When girded right with holy might, 
Will overthrow the wrong. 


This lesson looks on to that day. It 
tells of a great Saviour-King, our Lord 





O Thou Saviour-King, 
FOR THY BETTER DAY 
MEN 


MAKE US 
Jesus, reigning in justice and peace. 
This lovely picture of Paradise regained 
gives us hope for the future. We live 
when people fear that nuclear power 
shall be used to destroy the earth, but 
here we learn that the last word is not 
with the destroyers of peace but with 
the Prince of Peace, our wonderful 
Lord. A better day is coming and He 
will bring it in. In its final glory, 
Christ’s Kingdom will be one of perfect 
peace when “they shall not hurt nor 
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destroy in all [God’s] . . . holy moun- 
tain” (Isa. 11:9). 

But Christ will not only bring a bet- 
ter day, He will and He does make 
better men, without which there can 
be no better world. This lesson calls 
us to prepare for the coming better 
day by turning to Christ and letting 
Him make us what we ought to be. 
The better day comes when the earth 
is full of the knowledge of the Lord, 
not just knowledge about the Lord, but 
knowledge of Him gained by trusting 
and obeying Him, a personal knowledge 
of Him that guides our conduct along 
Christian lines. The better day can 
begin in your life and home as soon 
as you and yours let God’s great Sav- 
iour-King save and rule you. 

CaLGaRy, ALTA., CAN. 





Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, I once read in the 

paper that two fortunetellers had 
paid the county treasurer $4,400 for 
licenses, for a year, to practice their 
wizardry in the city of Asheville, N. C. 
These soothsayers proposed to tell Ashe- 
ville citizens just what the future held 
for them. When their rentals and other 
expenses, including living, were added 
to the license fees, the outlay amounted 
to some thousands of dollars, and of 
course they expected to make a profit. 
It is almost unbelievable that intelli- 
gent people will fall for such hum- 
buggery, paying out good money (some 
of it hard-earned) to get the fortune- 
teller’s “advice,” but evidently they do 
fall for it, or wizardry could not thrive. 
It is human nature to want to probe 
into the unknown and into the future, 
and you may be sure that Satan makes 
full use of human nature. 

God in His wisdom gave His prophets 
of old the power to foretell certain 
events, and Isaiah, says Dr. Scofield, “is 
justly accounted the chief of the writ- 
ing prophets. He .. . is distinctly the 
prophet of redemption. Nowhere else 
in the Scriptures, written under the 
law, have we so clear a view of grace. 
The . . . Messiah in His person and 
sufferings, and the blessing of the Gen- 
tiles through Him, are in full vision.” 

Over seven hundred years before the 
birth of Jesus, Isaiah told of His com- 
ing, and minutely described His person 
and His mission. In the ninth chapter, 
Isaiah calls Him “Wonderful, Counsel- 
lor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace,” and these 
terms include all the marvelous bless- 
ings He came to bestow. As Counsellor, 
our Lord Jesus tells us what to do 
about both the present and the future. 
He does not reveal all the details of 





the future to us, but He clearly shows 
us how to prepare for it, and that is 
all we need to know, for the working 
out of it is in His hands. 

In John 15 He tells us to abide in 
Him, and illustrates His meaning by 
the branch abiding in the vine. He is 
the Vine, we are the branches. If you 
will notice, the branch is very still and 
very steadfast at the point where it 
joins the vine; it simply abides, the 
sap comes up through the vine and it 
bears fruit—much fruit. We need not 
be so much concerned about how much 
or what kind of fruit we bear, as being 
sure we are abiding. In the seventh 
verse He says, “If ye abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ye shall ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you.” Jesus did not have to take 
out a license to say that, but He died 
on the cross at Calvary to make it pos- 
sible. 

So, fellows, you do not need to worry 
about the future, for if you are His, and 
you are trusting Him, your future as 
well as your present is in His hands, 
and He is the Mighty God. 





My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning for our memory work 

we will review Hebrews 1:1-6, and 
learn verse 7. Now read verse 8. We 
will have to wait till next time to 
learn this. Our lesson today is about 
the coming to this earth of the Son of 
God, and of His coming glorious reign 
over the nations. 

First we will read Isaiah 9:6, 7. This 
prophecy was written more than seven 
hundred years before Jesus came to 
our earth, but as we read these verses 
we can see that they could not possibly 
refer to anyone else! Hebrews 1:8, 
which we have just read, says that 
God the Father said to His Son, “Thy 
throne, O God, is for ever and ever.” 
Here in Isaiah 9:6 we read that one of 
Christ’s names is “The mighty God.” 
He is so great that He can bear the 
government of the whole world upon 
His shoulders! Yet we read that when 
He finds a lost sheep, He carries it 
home on His shoulders. How infinitely 
safe we are, after we are found by 
the Saviour! 

Notice four other names of the Lord 
Jesus here in Isaiah 9:6, 7: “Wonderful, 
Counsellor .. . The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace. The more we 
think of these names and their mean- 
ing, the happier we who belong to 
Jesus will be. Verse 7 speaks of His 
establishing peace and justice in His 
Kingdom forever. 

Next we will read Isaiah 11:1-5. Here 
are some of the same things prophesied 
about Christ, and also some things not 
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told in chapter 9. As we read these 
verses together, will you girls please 
look for what is said here about the 
Lord that reminds you of the verses 
we just read in Isaiah 9? You others, 
please look for what is told here that 
was not told in chapter 9. (Statements 
similar to those found in Isa. 9:6, 7: [1] 
He will have “the spirit of counsel and 
might” [11:2]. “His name shall be 
called . . . Counsellor” [9:6]. [2] “With 
righteousness shall he judge” [11:4]. 
“With judgment and with justice” [9: 
71.) (Statements in chapter 11 not 
found in 9: [1] He shall be “of quick 
understanding.” [2] He will punish 
the wicked. [3] His girdle is faithful- 
ness.) Thinking over Isaiah 9:6, 7 and 
11:1-5, should help us appreciate more 
how wonderful our Saviour is. 

Now we will read two passages that 
will help us to learn some of the won- 
ders of His future Kingdom. 


We will read first from this same 
eleventh chapter of Isaiah, verses 6-9. 
What do we learn here about Christ’s 
Kingdom? (The animals will all be 
friends. They will not even hurt little 
children.) Right. Think how much 
fun it will be for children to visit a zoo 
in those days! There will not need to 
be any “Beware” or “Keep Out” signs! 
Perhaps there will be no cages. Then, 
too, traveling through forests and 
jungles will no longer be dangerous. 
No one will need protection from wild 
animals or from savage tribes of peo- 
ple. There will be no savage people, 
“for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea” (v. 9). There is no 
civilizing power so great as “the knowl- 
edge of the Lord.” 

Now read Isaiah 2:1-4. Here we 
learn more about the coming golden 
age when Christ will reign over this 
whole world. 

The Temple in Jerusalem will be the 
center of the world. All nations will 
come there to worship. People will 
want to come. They will want to learn 
God’s ways, and they will want to walk 
in them. Think how lovely our earth 
will be when people praise the Lord as 
they walk down the street, instead of 
taking His holy name in vain! In those 
days war will be completely outlawed 
and armaments will be changed into 
tools for peacetime production. No na- 
tion will be making anything with 
which to injure another. All will work 
together to enable everyone to be 
happy and prosperous. 

The same God who foretold that the 
Jews would be scattered all over the 
world, has foretold this happy future 
for our earth. He also foretold the 
destruction of Jerusalem. This hap- 
pened many times, but it will yet be 
the capital of the world. The God 
whose word never has failed, and never 
can fail, has said it! You and I will be 
living during the golden age of this 
world when Christ reigns in righteous- 
ness. If we are saved, we will share 
His glory. If we are not saved, we will 
be living in the regions of despair. If 
there is anyone in our class this morn- 
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ing who is headed toward the wrong 
future, won’t you just now accept 
Christ as your Saviour and Lord, so 
that you can look forward with joy to 
His coming glorious reign? 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Isaiah’s Vision of a Better World 
(Isa. 2:1-4) 

HEN this lesson is being written, 

world conditions provide an ap- 
propriate background: failure of the 
summit conference, appeal to the 
United Nations to have the United 
States reproved for the U-2 spy plane 
incident. When the lesson is studied, 
use whatever current disturbance in 
the world endangers peace. Most Jun- 
iors know something of world events 
through newscasts and their elders’ dis- 
cussions. Pictures of outstanding per- 
sonages involved, of a United Nations 
session or its building, as well as maps 
of the areas concerned, may be used. 
Draw out what knowledge pupils have 
of the way problems between nations 
are settled by the UN instead of by 
fighting. 

Some day, instead of going to New 
York to the United Nations to get 
complaints of one nation against an- 
other settled, their leaders will go 
somewhere else, and just one man will 
decide. Where will they go? Who will 
be the judge to decide and to punish? 
(Have the class read Isa. 2:1-4, and 
find that Jerusalem is the place and 
the Lord Jesus the judge. If the ques- 
tion should come up, Isaiah’s father, 
Amoz, was not Amos the prophet.) 

How strange that God should let 
Isaiah see, more than two thousand 
six hundred years ago, what is going 
to happen in our world, as well as be 
able to tell Hezekiah what would hap- 
pen to the king of Assyria in his time! 
Isaiah tells us more of God’s plans for 
this great Judge (9:6, 7). First, He 
came as a ——. (Yes, aS a baby.) When 
did that happen? (At the first Christ- 
mas, nearly two thousand years ago.) 
Then Isaiah skips over the centuries 
from the baby Jesus to “the last days,” 
and tells us who will run the world 
and all the nations. Find the words 
that tell. (“The government shall be 
upon his shoulder.”) Four names show 
what He will be like (eliminating the 
comma between “Wonderful” and 
“Counsellor.” Discuss the significance 
of each.) How long will He have this 
position? (“Noend...for ever.”) Will 
He be fair? (“With judgment and with 
justice.”) Isaiah saw that even the 
wild animals and poisonous snakes will 
be changed when the Lord comes as 
king. See the picture he saw of ani- 
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mals and little children (11:6-9). Do 
you suppose that the children will stop 
quarreling? 

The Lord changes things now where 
He is king. Has He come into your 
heart and changed you so that you do 
not quarrel with your brothers, sisters, 
and playmates? Remember one of the 
Beatitudes (Matt. 5:9). Your family, 
your school, and your little part of the 
world can be made better right now 
if you let the Lord be your king. 
Pray for our country and our President. 
Pray for Israel, which used to be God’s 
country and will be again. Pray for 
the Communists (or whatever nation 
seems to be the enemy of peace at the 
time of the lesson.) Pray for the 
United Nations, that they may have 
wisdom to help keep peace in our 
world. Pray for the Lord to come 
and bring everlasting peace. 

Make a series of four flash cards, 
posters, or a booklet to illustrate the 
Memory Verse: “They shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more” (Isa. 2:4). 
The first page may have a picture or a 
drawing of a sword and of a plow; the 
second, of a spear and of a pruning 
knife; the third, of fighting with swords 
(such as the National Geographic Mag- 
azine, Dec., 1959, pp. 846, 847); and the 
fourth, of battle, perhaps with chariots 
(such as the National Geographic Mag- 
azine, Jan., 1951, p. 71). The class may 
like to illustrate Isaiah 11:6-8 also. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OR several days before school had 

begun, Kathy and Jean had been 
playing school. They each had new pen- 
cil boxes, new lunch boxes, and new 
schoolbags. Mother was happy to let 
them use their new things to play make- 
believe school. One day several other 
children joined them. And right then 
something happened. Jean insisted it 
was her turn to be the teacher. Kathy 
was positive it was her turn. Both girls 
screamed at each other. 

When the screaming turned to crying, 
Mother rushed to the door. “What has 
happened out here?” she demanded. 
“Stop all this noise at once. Tell me 
what is wrong.” When Mother spoke 
like that, both girls stopped their noise 
immediately. 

Kathy’s explanation was quickly in- 
terrupted by Jean. And Jean’s expla- 
nation was quite different from Kathy’s, 
you may be sure. Each girl thought 
she was right. Each girl thought she 
was telling the truth. But one of them 
had to be wrong. Mother listened to 
both stories and finally decided that 


Kathy had promised Jean that next 
time they played school, Jean could 
be the teacher. 

Whether or not their mother was 
right, we do not know. Kathy was 
not happy about Mother’s decision. But, 
happy or not, she knew that what 
Mother said was final. So Jean was 
teacher that day. 

Mothers know their children well. 
Usually they make the right decisions, 
However, unless Mother had been right 
there and heard with her own ears 
Kathy promising Jean that she could 
be teacher, there is no way of being 
absolutely certain that Mother had not 
made a mistake. 

There is One who has never made a 
mistake, nor ever will make a mistake. 
That one is God Himself. God is ‘al- 
ways present everywhere. He knows 
everything. Because God is all power- 
ful, He could step in and stop children 
when they are fighting. He could stop 
grown people from fighting. He could 
stop nations from fighting. But God 
does not do that today. Perhaps your 
daddy has been a soldier. Maybe he 
fought in Korea. If so, he has doubt- 
less told you about the awfulness of 
war. The men who fight in wars have 
seen things happen to their friends— 
things too horrible to mention. They 
have seen the suffering of little chil- 
dren who are left without parents to 
roam the streets, often having only 
garbage to eat. Wars are awful things. 
Why do we have wars? Because men 
who are leaders of countries that do 
not love God are selfish and full of 
hate. So they fight in order to get 
things and people that do not belong 
to them. 

It will not always be so. In the 
long, long ago, the Prophet Isaiah told 
many things that would happen. Some 
of the things that he said would hap- 
pen did happen shortly after he said that 
they would. It was Isaiah who fore- 
told that God’s Son would be born to 
a virgin. And sure enough, a few 
hundred years later that prophecy came 
true. Some of Isaiah’s prophecies, how- 
ever, have still not come to pass. But 
because what Isaiah said was the truth 
of God, we can be certain that one 
day what Isaiah said would happen 
will happen. 

Isaiah—speaking for God—promised 
that there would be a day when His 
Son would truly rule the earth. His 
throne will be in Jerusalem. Every 
nation will come to God’s House. They 
will learn from Him. When He rules, 
there will be peace. Because He is the 
Son of God, He will be the perfect 
judge. He will settle every argument 
that might arise between people and 
nations because He knows everything 
and because He never makes a mis- 
take. What a wonderful day that will 
be! No fighting. Everything will be 
right. People will know God. They 
will obey God. They will truly love 
God and love His Son. Those who be- 
long to the Lord Jesus Christ look for- 
ward to that day, for they shall reign 
with Him. Do “you belong to Him? 
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THE ADULT BIBLE COURSE WITH THE BRAND-NEW APPROACH 


.. makes effective lesson preparation easier 
.- helps your teaching produce more changed lives 





A fresh concept in adult Bible teaching 


@ Provides crisp, usable outlines . . . and ties the entire class period 
to one dynamic Bible theme for top spiritual impact 


@ Furnishes a veritable wealth of Bible information and background 
material . . . saves hours of “digging” 


@ Gets into the “thick” of today’s adult problems and interests 
... then focuses on the solid answers of the Word of God 


@ Has sure-fire ways to get student participation and class “feed- 


back” 


. . « gives you real variety in your lesson presentation 


With this new-approach course for adults (college-age up) ... 


here’s what you AVOID............ here’s what you GET! 





: 40% of the Bible 





p Disconnected commentary ¥ verse” ts 
| Nerse; no clear lesson gool ts 





Systematic study of the whole Bible, with an appropriate 
amount of time for each book of the Bible... students 
get acquainted with all 66! 





Unswerving loyalty to the inspired Word of God, with 
faithful presentation of all the great doctrines of the 
evangelical Christian faith 








100% coverage of the entire Bible, including less-known 
portions that are vital for full Christian growth 












Specific spiritual aim for each weekly lesson, unifying 
the entire class session for maximum impact 





Ducsive, non-poriicibatlig vale fae 
ftudents ... . uncertain spiritual re- 
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Real strategy to produce personal participation, home 
Bible study, and changed lives . . . class members make 
new Christian impact on your church and community 





Gere to one course of study 
no ier off 



















A choice between current quarter's material and undated 
elective courses (you can offer several courses at the 
same time) 










A wealth of Bible information and background material 
from Bible commentaries and other resources—all in one 
convenient book, abbreviated, easy to use 















Teacher's basic lesson preparation greatly simplified, 
allowing time for supplementary study if desired 














Well-organized, clearly outlined lessons, giving teacher 
and students a clear sense of purpose and direction 





Scheduled study, giving class a feeling of progress, 
reaching members with the entire Bible in a normal span 
of adult study (10 years) 





Short basic lessons for 30-40 minute classes, plus sup- 
plementary material easy to “tailor” to your class time 





All-Bible lessons that wade out into the middle of to- 
day's adult interests, problems, and needs 





New, fresh, apt illustrations for every lesson, drawn 
from current events, science, adult living 





3 different “lesson plans” each week: (1) verse-by-verse 
study, (2) question-and-answer method, (3) class partic- 
ipation plans—buzz groups, panels, brainstorming, etc. 





Adult visual ideas—chalkboard, slapboard, displays 








Attractive, illustrated student manual with readable type, 
giving step-by-step suggestions for personal Bible study, 
plus discussion questions, daily readings 
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New ADULT TEACHER 
(“Bible Knowledge”’) 


















Examine this new approach in 
Adult Bible teaching. Mail coupon 
below for your FREE lesson packet 









FREE Sample packet includes lessons 
with explanatory notes, take- 
home papers, folder on adult 
characteristics, Mail today. 


Please send me the FREE Adult Sample Packet. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 138th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
One Bright Star—He shall judge 

among the nations, and shall rebuke 
many people: and they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and_ their 
spears into pruninghooks: nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more (Isa. 
2:4, Golden Text). Some years ago the 
president of Czechoslovakia said, “I can- 
not see a single star of hope in the in- 
ternational horizon.” He did not look 
high enough. Had he listened he might 
have heard One say, “I am the root 
and the offspring of David, and the 
bright and morning star.” There is no 
other star of hope but Christ. He is 
the bright, and only hope for the future. 
If there is to be blessing in earth or 
Heaven, it must come from Him.—From 
Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


The Great Discovery.—And there shall 
come forth a rod out of the stem of 
Jesse (Isa. 11:1). Chloroform! Do you 
know what it does? Takes away all 
feeling of pain, so that a surgeon can 
do his wonderful work quickly and 
carefully. Its use was discovered by 
Sir James Young Simpson, a_ great 
Edinburgh doctor, in 1864. Sir James 
made other discoveries in medicine, 
which have helped many a poor sufferer; 
but this was his greatest medical dis- 
covery. Once he was asked, “Do you 
think anyone has ever made a greater 
discovery than chloroform?” “Yes,” he 
said, “I have made a greater discovery 
myself.” “Really? Whatever was 
that?” Solemnly, Sir James replied, 
“The discovery that Jesus Christ was 
my own Saviour.” He was thirty-five 
when he discovered the use of chloro- 
form; and he was fifty before he made 
the greater discovery, and it was al- 
ways a regret to him that he had not 
made it sooner. It is a great discovery 
that even a boy or girl can make. Have 
you made it?—From Messenger for the 
Children. Sent by J. W. Philp, Demo- 
rest, Ga. Prize illustration. 


One Anxiety.—And the spirit of the 
Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord 
(Isa. 11:2). On Mr. Gladstone’s last 
visit to Oxford, it is recorded that he 
sat in the senior common room of Christ 
Church College and talked at some 
length about the happy changes in the 
lot of the English people he had wit- 
nessed during his lifetime. His outlook 
was so radiantly optimistic that it 
aroused a challenge. One of the stu- 
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dents said, “Sir, are we to understand 
that you have no anxieties for the fu- 
ture? Are there no adverse signs?” 
The grand old man of England an- 
swered slowly, “Yes; there is one thing 
which frightens me—the fear of God 
seems to be dying out in the minds of 
men.”—From Choice Gleanings Calen- 
dar. Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, 
Otego, N. Y. 


The Heavenly Father’s House.—And 
shall make him of quick understanding 
in the fear of the Lord (Isa. 11:3). 
Some years ago, Tamabana, a New 
Zealand chief, visited England. He was 
shown many places of interest, includ- 
ing a beautiful mansion near London. 
To the surprise of his guide, the chief 
expressed no admiration for the man- 
sion, which was replete with the cost- 
liest of furniture from all parts of the 
world. Before he left the mansion, 
Tambana said, “Ah, my Father’s house 
finer than this!” In astonishment the 
guide exclaimed, “Your father’s house 
is finer than this mansion?” The guide 
understood what the chief meant when 
the chief began to speak of his Heavenly 
Father, and of the mansions in glory 
that await the children of God at life’s 
journey’s end!—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


God’s Single Measure—But with 
righteousness shall he judge the poor, 
and reprove with equity for the meek 
of the earth: and he shall smite the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and 
with the breath of his lips shall he 
slay the wicked (Isa. 11:4). He had one 
measure for the rich and the poor, for 
the mighty and the meek; He showed 
unvarying kindness toward the hum- 
blest, and He showed a constant readi- 
ness to receive those who were enriched 
with worldly wealth, or endowed with 
social honor. The testimony of His 
enemies was true enough; He regarded 
not “the person of men” (Mark 12:14). 
Such is the genius of His Gospel—‘the 
common salvation” (see 1 Cor. 3:11; 
Gal. 3:28).—From the Pulpit Commen- 
tary. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hills- 
boro, Kans. 


The Great Appearing.—And _ right- 
eousness shall be the girdle of his loins, 
and faithfulness the girdle of his reins 
(Isa. 11:5). When the cause of Christ 
was almost dead in old Scotland, a few 
faithful ones sent this urgent message 
to John Knox in Geneva, where he was 
staying in exile: “John Knox, come to 
Scotland.” The mighty man of God 
accepted the summons, and came to 
Scotland once more, and the whole land 
surged with excitement. This happened 
at the coming of a faithful minister of 
Christ. But think what it will mean to 
this weary earth when a white cloud 
appears on the horizon and rolls up to 
the zenith; when instead of a minister 
the Master will come; when instead of 
the Christian the Christ will appear; 
when instead of the cry at midday, 
“John Knox has come,” there will be 
the cry at midnight, “Behold, the 
bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet 








him.”—From Dr. R. S. Beal. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


God Hears Every Language.—For the 
earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea (Isa. 11:9). A missionary, after 
using a telephone in the presence of a 
group of natives, was asked by one of 
them, “Where was that wonderful thing 
made?” Upon being told that it was 
manufactured in America, the man said, 
“Then it is no use for me to have one 
in my shop, for it cannot speak our 
language.” Calling at the home of a 
mutual friend, the missionary placed 
the instrument against the man’s ear, 
He listened, and then exclaimed, “Oh, 
it speaks our language, too!” This dis- 
covery opened the way for the mis- 
sionary to tell of the God who hears 
and understands the languages of all 
His people of every race and tongue.— 
From the Free Churchman. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 657) 
1. Jerusalem will be the ultimate 
capital. 
2. All nations will turn to the Lord 
in the “last days.” 


3. Some of the names are “Wonder- 
ful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace” (Isa. 9:6). 


4. He will sit on the throne of 
David (v. 7). 


5. The branch will grow out of 
Jesse’s stem (Isa. 11:1). 


6. The “seven Spirits of God” (Rev. 
5:6) refer to the sevenfold fullness of 
His power (see Isa. 11:2). 


7. He will destroy His foes. 

8. World peace can come only when 
men acknowledge Christ, the Prince of 
Peace. 

9. They will be converted into in- 
struments of agriculture. 


10. It will be universal. 
WEsT PaLm BEACH, FLA. 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 11 
2. The Discipline of Training 
(Eph. 6:11-17; 1 Cor. 9:26, 27). 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
ONTINUING the theme begun last 
week, “What Makes a Winning 
Team?” our thoughts are directed this 
week to the need for discipline in train- 
ing. In football, and in every other 
form of athletics where there is com- 
petition, a player’s attitude toward dis- 
cipline will largely determine his 
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success or failure in that field. He may 
have ever so many natural talents, but 
if he cannot bring them under control, 
they become a hindrance to the team 
rather than an asset. 


se 


The same principle applies to the 
Christian life. Sometimes we do not 
realize, or we forget, that we are not 
merely participants in the Christian 
life, not mere “also rans,” to use an- 
other athletic simile. The Christian 
life is not a pleasant, easy journey in 
which we can set our own comfortable 
pace and jog along with the crowd. 
It is a taxing race and often a bitter 
conflict, and a disappointing struggle 
unless we have the determination to 
win and to discipline ourselves in order 
to do so. We shall see more about 
the desire to win next week, but we 
should not overlook the fact that this 
desire lies behind and motivates any 
willingness that we may have to en- 
dure discipline and training and hard- 
ship. 
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One of the most difficult obstacles to 
overcome in any kind of training is to 
accept the criticism of the coach or 
trainer, and to follow the plan he lays 
down for us. Why do what he says? 
Are not my ideas of training just as 
good as his? Why can’t I eat what I 
like and keep the hours I find desir- 
able? Can you picture the individual 
athlete or the team operating under 
the attitude expressed by such ques- 
tions? Yet we often try to follow such 
a happy-go-lucky schedule in the Chris- 
tian life. We are too tired to have our 
quiet time and Bible reading before 
going to bed at night, and we tell our- 
selves that we are too sleepy to have 
it in the morning before school or work. 
We can’t see what difference it makes 
if we travel with a fast or careless 
crowd. Of course we do not do some 
of the things that they do, but they 
are a lot of fun. We can’t be too par- 
ticular about attendance at church and 
Sunday school and young people’s meet- 
ing. We go, of course, when we can, 
or when there is nothing more inter- 
esting to prevent. Then when the test 
comes—some severe trial or tempta- 
tion or testing—we go down in defeat 
and bewilderment, because we have not 
made it possible for the Lord Jesus to 
develop our resistance and faith and 
stamina. 

we 


Now let us not get the idea that a 
mere perfunctory following of a sched- 
ule that includes Bible reading and 
prayer and church attendance will make 
us strong and able to win in the trials 
and temptations of life, any more than 
early hours and eating the right food 
will make a star football player. But 
these things are all the means to an 
end. In the regular reading of God’s 
Word, we find the instruction, the re- 
Proof, and correction that we need for 
daily living. In prayer, we come into 
God's presence and, in fellowship with 
Him, bring Him our desires and am- 








bitions and problems and listen to His 
direction and guidance. In the regular 
attendance and worship at the church 
and Sunday school and our young peo- 
ple’s meetings we come under instruc- 
tion and encouragement that will help 
us in our daily living and cause us to 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
Christ. Then when testing or trouble 
comes we are prepared and ready to 
meet the tests. 


ve 


The Rev. Bob Richards, the famous 
runner, tells the story of another runner 
who had an all-consuming desire to 
break the record for the distance that 
he was best suited for. He was con- 
vinced that something was wrong with 
his starting, and he asked his coach to 
come and watch his technique and tell 
him what was wrong. The coach 
pointed out that his third step was 
faulty and suggested a method to cor- 
rect it. Time after time, often when 
he was weary or it was inconvenient, 
the runner worked upon that third 
step, practicing the correction that the 
coach suggested until he finally over- 
came his difficulty. When the day came 
for the deciding race he was ready 
and relaxed. Although some of his 
competitors in their nervousness and 
tension jumped the gun, it was evi- 
dent by the time this runner took his 
fourth or fifth step that he had the 
race and the record. He sought his 
coach’s advice, he heeded it, and he 
disciplined himself by constant prac- 
tice until he mastered his difficulty. 

4 

The Lord Jesus, as we saw last week, 
is able to do infinitely more for us 
than any human coach possibly can. 
He offers Himself as the means that 
will enable us to live the Christian life, 
not somehow, but triumphantly. The 
armor listed in Ephesians 6:11-18, each 
piece of which speaks of Christ Him- 
self, is adequate and_ effective—the 
truth of His Word, the righteousness 
that is His own, and which is ours 
by His grace (Phil. 3:9); His faith 
(Gal. 2:20); the peace that comes only 
from the Prince of peace; the salvation 
that He has won for us; the sword of 
the Spirit, the Word of God. We need 
not therefore run uncertainly or beat 
the air (1 Cor. 9:26, 27). Are you do- 
ing your part by making use of the 
provision that God’ offers and exercis- 
ing the discipline that will make you 
able to endure hardness as a “good 


soldier [student, or businessman, or 
workman] of Jesus Christ” (2 Tim. 
2:3, 4)? 
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An inquiry into 
“eternal security” 





LIFE IN 
THE SON 


by Ropert SHANK 


A discerning study of the popular doc- 
trine of “eternal security” a the proof 
passages and arguments on which it 
rests, by a Baptist pastor whose ex- 
haustive study of the Scriptures, under- 
taken to defend the doctrine, ied him 
instead to reject it. Scholarly, but pleas- 
antly readable and deeply devotional. 
Nineteen chapters, each a sermon. 
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By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 5 to 11 


Mon.—Isaiah 2:1-4. 
God Teaches and Judges. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “He shall judge 
among the nations, and shall rebuke 
many people: and they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more.” Notice that 
the Lord, not faulty man, is to perform 
this miracle of universal peace. Man 
has been a failure in world management 
in every generation. Take a look at the 
world and see the “millennium” some 
religious leaders have predicted as a re- 
sult of evangelism; it is farther from be- 
ing won now than at any period of 
world history. Christ’s personal, pre- 
dicted return to rule as king over the 
whole earth, as prophets and our Lord 
and His apostles foretold, is the hope of 
the world. In your prayers ask for the 
coming of His Kingdom. Pray for 
Japan Evangelical Mission in Japan. 


Tues.—Isaiah 4:2-6. Holy Unto the Lord. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “It shall come to 
pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he 
that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be 
called holy, even every one that is writ- 
ten among the living in Jerusalem.” 
Biblical prophecies are exact. The 
“wise” understand all things. For the 
Lord God will do nothing but what He 
showeth to His servants the prophets. 
Students of prophecy all Christians 
ought to be (see Dan. 9:17; Matt. 24: 27- 
30; Luke 21:31-33; Acts 15:14-17). The 
millennial reign of Christ on earth will 
usher in the golden age. Earth’s fairest 
days await the coming of Christ to 
reign on the earth (Psa. 2:1-9; Zech. 14: 
1-19; Isa. 11:4-9). Pray for the Orien- 
tal Missionary Society in Japan. 


Wed.—Isaiah 32:1-5, 16-18. 
Righteousness and Peace. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And my people 
shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, 
and in sure dwellings, and in quiet rest- 
ing places.” The best days for Israel 
and also for God’s Church are ahead. 
The called of Jesus Christ from among 
the Gentiles, and restored Israel in their 
own land shall have their full desires 
for -righteousness and peace. The 
heroes of faith “looked for the city 
which hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God.” Let the coming 
Kingdom of Christ on earth and the 
final home in the new heavens be often 
in your thoughts. Hope to the end for 


the grace that is to be brought unto you 
at the coming again of the Lord Jesus 
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Christ. Pray for the Regular Baptist 
Church missions, Japan. 


Thurs.—Isaiah 11:1-9. 
Assurance of Peace. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They shall not 
hurt nor destroy in all my holy moun- 
tain: for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea.” The Lord’s “shalls” and 
“wills” in the Word are of immense com- 
fort to the people of God, especially in 
this atomic age. Appalling destructions 
are ahead as the Word declares. Be 
wise and let the light of God’s Word 
guide you day by day. The world 
grows old; hearts grow cold; remember 
God’s truth you have been told; and be 
wise and true and strong and bold. 
Pray for the Mission Covenant Church 
missions in Japan. 


Fri.—Ezekiel 37:24-28. 
A Covenant of Peace. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I will make a 
covenant of peace .. . it shall be an 
everlasting covenant with them.” God 
is great on contracts. He gave Israel the 
Old Covenant, and we who are of the 
called out from the Gentiles have the 
New Covenant (or Testament), sealed 
and ratified in the blood of Christ shed 
“for the remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God” (Rom. 
3:25). Under the terms of the Old 
Covenant Israel shall have all her 
specified blessings. Not one shall fail. 
As sure as God is true they shall have 
rich blessings. God always keeps His 
promises. Pray for Conservative Bap- 

tist missions in Japan. 


Sat—John 14:1-6, 25-27. 
“My Peace, I Give.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give unto you: 
not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid.” As a child of 
God you have the privilege of posses- 
sing unperturbable peace. But it is one 
thing to have the right to a thing, and 
quite another to enjoy that right in ac- 
tual possession. Just as it is possible to 
have a check that we have not yet 
turned into money, so one can have the 
promise of peace without possessing 
peace. The most important part of a 
promise is its fulfillment. How do we 
cash in on the promises of God? Why, 
we do so by obeying the rules: (1) 
“Great peace have they which love thy 
law: and nothing shall offend them” 
(Psa. 119:165), and (2) by turning all 
things into prayer with thanksgiving, 
we let our “requests be made known 
unto God” (Phil. 4:6). Pray for Chris- 
tian Missions in Many Lands in Japan. 


Sun.—Psalm 85. 
The Lord Will Speak Peace. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I will hear what 
God the Lord will speak: for he will 
speak peace unto his people, and to his 
saints: but let them not turn again to 
folly.” You can have peace from God 
and preserve it if you listen to what 
God says and keep aloof from folly. 
Many want peace of mind without enter- 
ing the sphere of peace. We must draw 








nigh to the God of peace, and follow | 
the things that make for peace, if we 


want God’s blissful comfort. Keep the 
two ways of communication with the 
Lord open all the time. Let Him speak 
to you through the Word; and speak 
often to Him by prayer. 
have ease unless you have these. Pray 
for the work of the Christian and Mis. 
sionary Alliance in Japan. 
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Channels Only 
(Continued from page 652) 


week by week, has brought food, 
cleaned, painted, and done _ difficult 
household chores for an older woman 
who is not a Christian. While doing 
these things, Scripture is quoted and 
testimony given to the need for Christ, 
praying that before long the elderly in- 
valid will come to accept the Lord as 
Saviour. 

Our bodies, with all of their faculties, 
are His channels; yes, and our spirits 
and our minds, too. We believe the 
prayer-channel is the greatest of all, 
and may involve all of our being. 
Prayer will not only change those per- 
sons and needs for which we pray, but 
it will also change us. With all the 
prayer-promises in the Bible, the only 
times we cannot expect answers are 
when we “ask amiss,” or not according 
to His will. 

We may not be able to walk very far 
or very well in a physical way; we may 
not hear or see adequately in a physi- 
cal sense; but all can pray. The Holy 
Spirit is not only our Guide in praying, 
but, as the indwelling presence in our 
lives, He prays through us “with groan- 
ings which cannot be uttered” (Rom. 
8:26). 

An invalid woman in England prayed 
for years that God would send D. L 
Moody to England. One Sunday her 
sister came home from church and told 
her that Mr. Moody was to speak in their 
city. The dear invalid told her sister 
not to bring her any dinner, that she 
must spend the time in prayer. Folks 
saw the work of Mr. Moody and his col- 
leagues; God heard the prayers. 

Even though we may mention some of 
all of the faculties we possess as being 
yielded to God, we know that we must 
be completely and fully yielded and 
dedicated to God, so that He can and 
will use us. Dedicated lives are in them- 
selves witnesses to the presence of God 
in that life. Jesus said, “He who be- 
lieves in Me .. . out from his innermost 
being springs and rivers of living wa- 
ter shall flow (continuously)” (John 7: 
38, Amplified N.T.). Self must realize 
and accept itself as having been cru- 
cified, with no rights or privileges. 
Thus the indwelling Holy Spirit—the 
life of Christ and not of self—are all in 
all. Yes, self may struggle to come back 
to control, but a daily “dying to self” 
and a daily submission to the control of 
the Holy Spirit and to the life of Christ 
within will give victory and God’s use 
of us as “channels only.” 
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